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About us 

With more than 50,000 members in over 100 countries and a knowledge business that spans the globe, 
the Royal Society of Chemistry is the UK’s professional body for chemical scientists, supporting and 
representing our members in large multinational companies and small and medium enterprises, 
universities, schools, government and regulatory agencies. We also draw on chemistry using 
professionals’ expertise to provide advice to Government to help it achieve its ambitions, whether 
regulating chemicals appropriately and responsibly1, identifying priorities, opportunities and challenges 
in the chemical sciences2, or supporting the development of a UK circular economy3.  
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Our asks in brief  

We stress the importance and urgent need for a coherent suite of policy interventions by UK government in this 
space which includes: 

1. 
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Has the UK Government considered all essential aspects of tackling WEEE in its consultation? 
The Royal Society of Chemistry welcomed the intention behind many of the proposals that were set out 
in the WEEE consultations. However, there is a clear need for a coherent suite of interventions that 
address the complex challenges presented by WEEE if we are to enable a circular economy of the 
materials it contains.  Currently, there is no clear overarching strategy that sets out how the UK will 

https://www.rsc.org//S/URI75. 148h7o
https://www.unep.org/resources/Global-Resource-Outlook-2024
https://www.circularity-gap.world/united-kingdom#download
https://sustainability.rsc.org/
mailto:policy@rsc.org


 

7 
© Royal Society of Chemistry 2022. Registered charity number 207890. 

 

 
10 End-of-life-management: Solar Photovoltaic Panels. International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), 2016 
11 Our engagement on chemicals, waste and pollution. Royal Society of Chemistry 
12 Critical raw materials in waste electrical and electronic equipment. Royal Society of Chemistry, 2019 
13 The Future Chemistry Workforce and Educational Pathways. Royal Society of Chemistry and Lightcast, 2024.  


